[Letterhead]
Please submit to the California legislature’s advocate portal.
[Date]
The Honorable Al Muratsuchi
Chair, Assembly Education Committee
1020 N Street, Room 159
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Assembly Bill 1230 (BONTA) – SUPPORT
Dear Chair Muratsuchi: 
On behalf of [organization’s name], I am writing to express strong support for Assembly Bill 1230 (Bonta), which will strengthen the statutes governing rehabilitation plans for expelled students, help facilitate these students’ successful return to their home district school or appropriate alternative, and support data-based county office of education (COE) and school district planning regarding expulsion programs. 
In the 2023-24 school year, more than 4,000 California students were expelled from school, many of them among our most vulnerable student populations, with significant over-representations of Black and Latinx students as well as unduplicated student populations.
Current law offers only limited guidance to school districts regarding the development of rehabilitation plans to support the successful return of expelled students to their home district school or appropriate alternative. At present, plans may fail to address specific behaviors that led to the expulsion or may not be tailored to the specific needs of the expelled student. Currently, plans may require services the student must complete at the families expense or include community service requirements without access to transportation. Current statute requires school districts to collect data on expulsions but does not mandate that the data inform the triennial plan each COE creates in partnership with districts in their county.
To hold students accountable for expulsion-related behavior, while also strengthening pathways for their return to their home district school or appropriate alternative, it is crucial to develop meaningful expulsion rehabilitation plans and data-informed triennial plans. 
AB 1230 will support improved outcomes for expelled students by requiring that rehabilitation plans address the behavior leading to the expulsion, include services responsive to the student’s needs, and provide information regarding program enrollment and readmission. The bill will also require that school district data on expulsions inform the triennial plan.
[Insert organization’s background and any specific organization-related reasons for supporting the bill.]
For these reasons, [name of organization] respectfully urges your support for AB 1230. Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Sincerely,

[Signature]
[Name]
[Title]
